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Forest Lake Teacher Receives
2017 Formal Environmental
Educator of the Year Award
Forest Lake Area Schools
Devon Vojtech, a science teacher at
Forest Lake Area High School, has been
selected as this year’s recipient of the 2017
Formal Environmental Educator of the Year.
Vojtech teaches earth and space science at
the high school, as well as meteorology, and
serves as adviser to the school’s Environmental Club. The diverse environmental interests
of our students have a common theme of education. Our students are proactive, passionate
and excited to have a positive impact within
the school district and community.”
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Science Comes to Life for
Afton-Lakeland Fifth Graders
Stillwater Area Public School District
It might just look like a normal fish tank in the corner, but fifth grade
students at Afton-Lakeland Elementary will tell you there is a whole lot
more going on in their science classroom than meets the eye. The fifth
graders are learning about ecosystems and water cycles in a fun and
interactive way — by creating their
very own self-sustaining aquaponic
system to grow fish, herbs and vegetables in their classroom. “I like
it because it’s very interactive and
fun,” said Izzy Siefert, a fifth grade
student. “I really like the fish! I look
at it and it is always so interesting.”
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Students Design Products to Meet Clients’
Needs for 13th Annual Design Challenge
Shakopee Public Schools
Shakopee students recently participated in a very exciting venture known
as the Inclusive Engineering Project. The
groups took on the challenge to take part
in the development of accessible products
for students with physical disabilities.
West Junior High School students created
a device called the “Extendo Grabber.”
It will help Mathei Ridlon, a 10-yearold
5th grade student at Sun Path, reach high
objects. Another group created the “labD
Adaptive Tray Device.” It will provide arm
support for Sun Path 3rd grade student,
Lex, when he uses his iPad for an extended
period of time.
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Makin’ Beats: North’s
Royal Records Studio
Allows Students a
Space to Create Original
Music and Videos
Hopkins Public Schools
There’s a new recording studio in town, located at North
Junior High, and you might recognize some of its star artists. Royal
Records is a budding afterschool program giving students a handson experience with creating their own music and music videos.
Funded through the Hopkins Education Foundation’s (HEF)
Awesome Fund—grants the specifically benefit school clubs—the
Royal Records Studio in the media center was outfitted with brand
new equipment at the beginning of the school year.
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Anoka STEP Automotive and Aviation
Anoka-Hennepin School District
At the STEP program, courses are NATEF accredited and are designed to prepare
students for careers in the automotive industry. This program has a long history of
offering courses with certification and college credits and students have successfully
entered into the workforce and college upon completion of this program. For the first
time, in 2018-19, STEP will offer a new course, Unmanned Aerial Systems (Drones).
It is in this course, students will learn FAA regulations and requirements, aircraft
components and systems, assembly and programming for UAS, and safe operation of
drones. In this course, students can ultimately not only earn college credit but can earn
their Remote Pilot certification.
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The STEM field trip that comes right to your school!

Aviation Taking Flight at
Johnson Aerospace and
Engineering High School
Saint Paul Public Schools
It’s a typical Tuesday morning in early December.
Malik, A 10th grade student at Johnson Aerospace and
Engineering High School in St. Paul, is flying across the
San Francisco landscape in a small twin engine airplane.
His mission is to navigate a way, together with his co-pilot,
Mai Lia, an 11th grader, to the Golden Gate Bridge and Alcatraz Island. These high school
students were not actually flying, nor were they in San Francisco. They were in the school’s
ultra-realistic flight simulator lab. Their class, Introduction to Flight, has introduced the duo,
along with 20 other students, how to fly airplanes and get down the basics of air traffic control.
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‘Once-in-a-Lifetime’ Field Trip

DreamFlight USA
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We give students Space to Learn!

Call 715-845-6392 or
e-mail stemshuttle@gmail.com
for pricing and other information.

www.stemshuttle.com
Visit our website to learn more about the
opportunities awaiting your students.

Delano Public Schools
A small group of
Delano High School
science students recently
had the unique opportunity to visit Camp Ripley
and fly a Blackhawk
helicopter simulator, one
of just a handful in the
country, as part of their
Aviation class. They also
examined several drones
kept at the base, learned
how they are operated,
what they are used for,
and more. “The drones
and other things were
cool, but that simulator
was definitely a once-ina-lifetime opportunity for
all of us,” said senior Patrick Eikmeier. “It was probably the best field trip
I’ve ever taken.”
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2017 School Bus Safety Poster Contest
has Two National Winners!
Fridley Public Schools
We are excited to announce that TWO
of our Minnesota School Bus Safety Poster
entries were selected as winners at the
National level by the National Association
for Pupil Transportation! Congratulations to
Aaron Clark, Grade 12, Edgewood School
in Crystal, who took First Placd in Division IV (Special Education); and to Samuel
Coleman, Grade 2, Anoka-Hennepin
Schools, for taking third place in Division 1
(Grades K–2).
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Edina High School Students Witness
Biennial Mock Crash
Edina Public Schools
This event, called a “mock crash,” is routinely performed at high schools around
the nation to raise awareness of the reality of fatal car crashes, especially in accidents that deal with distracted and intoxicated driving. Dolynchuk, one of the student
coordinators of the mock crash, helped to make it appear as realistic as possible. “It
was hard to watch all the actors lie there for about half an hour,” she said referring to
her peers who had to play dead, with gruesome special effects makeup and tarnished
clothes. “I hope students realize to stay safe, whether that’s texting and driving or
drinking and driving” Dolynchuk said.
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Anoka High School Trains Students for
Automotive Careers
Anoka High School
The mission of the Career and Tech Ed department
at Anoka High School is to educate, prepare and inspire a
new kind of Automotive / Transportation service workforce;
one that embraces innovation and the critical thinking skills
that today’s workforce demands. The Career and Tech-Ed
department at Anoka High School encourages students to
be career-ready, eager and committed lifelong learners.
Anoka partners with local automotive dealerships that offer
students an opportunity to do job-shadowing and work as
interns while still going to school.
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Saint Paul Automotive Programs Leads
to High Wage, High Demand Jobs
Saint Paul Public Schools
Saint Paul Public Schools Career and Technical Education programs
have the tagline “We fill the skills gap.” This is where the automotive
program comes into play for these high wage, high demand, non-outsourceable jobs. By having a full-fledged automotive center, an auto
garage and several courses in other schools, students are being exposed
to and trained for the Industry. “What really sets our program apart is
the ASE student certification,” said instructor Henry Velasquez. Another
automotive program with a series of courses is located at Central High
School, where students train in a recently refurbished off-site garage.
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Nationally Accredited Vehicle Services Program
Jump Starts Career Opportunities for Students
District 196
For the past 50
years,
the
vehicle
services program at
Rosemount High has
served thousands of District 196 students who
have graduated and built
careers in the automotive,
mechanical and industrial
industries, including servicing, repairing, buying/
selling and engineering. The accreditation
process took two years
to complete and included
upgrades to the facilities,
equipment and tools,
modifications to curriculum and documentation
of the ASE standards to ensure the program meets the industry’s highest
instructional standards. “This accreditation recognizes the quality of our
program, as well as the knowledge and dedication of our partners who are
preparing students to be career and college ready.”
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Follow your passion into a rewarding career. Learn
more about 2-year automotive service and collision
repair degrees and career paths at carcareers.org.
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Northeast Metro 916 Unveils
24th Student-Built Home
Northeast Metro 916
A 1600 square-foot “farmhouse chic” rambler in
North St. Paul is the ultimate final project for students
at the 916 Career and Technical Center. For eighteen
years, students in the construction occupations program
at Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District have
been revitalizing the City of North St. Paul by building
affordable, modern and high-quality housing. “Students
do not learn a single skill like carpentry or masonry. They
get a well-rounded education that builds skills in electrical, heating/cooling, plumbing, drywall, flooring, and
landscaping.”
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Geometry in Construction at Park
High School Continues to Find the
Right Angle
South Washington County Schools
Since the 2014–2015 school year Geometry at Park High School has
taken a different angle at teaching. The school offers their Geometry curriculum through the lens of construction. Over the last 4 years students have built
over 15 playhouses, 10 sheds, 40 sets of stairs and 200 chairs. Students also
learn how to wire an electrical outlet and light switch as well as pour concrete.
It’s been extremely rewarding to watch students learn real world skills and
problem solve.
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Geometry in Construction at
Park High School
South Washington County Schools
Beginning in the 2014–15 school
year, sophomores at Park High School
had the opportunity to take a unique
math class thanks to a $19,000 Ingenuity Grant to spark student interest and
achievement in mathematics. Geometry in Construction was designed to
provide students with the chance to
apply geometry concepts through the
construction of a number of different
items including storage sheds, wooden
folding chairs, cement stepping stones,
and more. Technology Teacher Bonnie
Thoe-Austin and Math Teacher Megan
Diediker taught the class and assisted
the students in the construction process.
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TRAINING BENEFITS

A career with the

Carpenters
Union
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• High earning potential
• Earned credits toward
a two-year college
• Paid technical education
degree
• Opportunities for
• A lifelong skilled trade
advancement
with no student loans

Visit: GetBetterWages.org
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Eagan High School
Program Teaches
Teens Skilled Trades
District 196
It has the sound of a residential construction site, complete with saws buzzing and
pneumatic nailers hissing. It is where Antonio
Stepan and his Eagan High School classmates
are learning a trade. The students are constructing a tiny house — all framed, sided, wired and
plumbed. “When these kids graduate they have
a path they’re ready for,” said program director
Nick Johnson. “And by doing this
project they’re exposed to different
areas, and it will spark an interest
and maybe they’ll want to go be an
electrician.”

Tiny House, Big Ideas at Saint
Paul Public Schools
Saint Paul Public Schools
While woodworking classes have been a mainstay elective course
offering for decades, SPPS wanted to help students take advantage of
the high-skill, high-wage jobs in the construction industry. An exciting project that has students more curious about construction is the
tiny house they will build in the Construction Capstone course. Students are using the skills they’ve
learned in their previous courses
because they are involved in
all aspects of building the tiny
house. They have learned about
the bidding process, supply
orders, scheduling and budgets,
and they are working with local
industry experts along the way.
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Next Generation Facilities: Construction
Projects Pass Milestones

BUILD YOUR
CONSTRUCTION
CAREER
AT NDSU
FOUR-YEAR ACCREDITED DEGREES:
• Construction Engineering
• Construction Management
Schedule your visit today: ndsu.edu/visit
@ndsuengineering

@NDSUengineering

@ndsu_coe

Edina Public Schools
The district-wide
Transforming Spaces
district-wide facilities
plan passed several
milestones
recently
with the completion of
a 70,000 square foot
multi-purpose activity
center at Edina High
School (EHS) and the
ahead-of-schedule
completed renovation
of third floor learning spaces at South
View Middle School
(SVMS). Bidding for
all projects funded by
the $124.9 million bond referendum, approved by voters in 2015,
are now complete and the facilities plan budget remains on target.
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Construction in Progress at Chisago Lakes
Construction to Begin on Fit For The Future
Projects in Spring
Anoka-Hennepin School District
On Nov. 7, Anoka-Hennepin voters overwhelmingly approved a request for new funding,
which will allow the School Board to address facility and class size challenges found across the
district. The Fit for the Future plan will create safe and secure learning environments, construct
additional schools and classroom space, provide solutions for maintaining quality schools, and
address class sizes at all levels.
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Referendum/Construction
Progressing in Prior Lake–
Savage Area Schools

Chisago Lakes School District
The total cost, after accessing the District’s needs, is $64.95 million. Highlights of the bond
referendum include: construction of an Elementary School (Grades 2–5) to replace Lakeside; additions and renovations at Taylors Falls Elementary School and remodeling at the Middle School;
a manufacturing /agri-science
lab, along with a Community
Center, at the High School;
district-wide safety and security upgrades including the
remodeling of the Primary
School and Taylors Falls Elementary secure entrances. The
referendum passed on May
9th, 2017
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Construction Complete at Centennial
School District 12

Prior Lake–Savage Area Schools
Thanks to voter approval of Prior Lake-Savage Area
Schools’ (PLSAS) two school funding requests, PLSAS is
now in the process of moving from concept proposals into a
design phase, along with construction timelines, for building
renovations and additions, a new elementary school and new
Bridges Area Learning Center.

Centennial School District
Thanks to Centennial voters for the passage of $49.9 million in bonds to support
our facilities long-term. Maintenance upgrades and enhancements to learning spaces
were completed in 2015 at Centennial Middle School, Blue Heron Elementary, Rice
Lake Elementary, and Golden Lake Elementary. Construction was completed in 2016
at Centennial High School (West Building), Centennial Elementary, and Centerville
Elementary. Construction at Centennial High School (East Building) was completed
in 2017.
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Architectural Technology, Construction and Engineering
People in architectural, construction and engineering trades build our world.

Anoka Technical College offers the following in-demand Engineering, Construction and Architectural Technology programs.
Architectural
Technology
& Construction
Architectural
Technology
& Construction
Technician
AAS degree,
diploma

Electronic
Engineering
Technology
Biomedical
Equipment
Technician
(BMET)
AAS degree

Architectural
2D CAD
certificate

Electronic
Engineering
Technology
AAS degree

Construction
Electrician
diploma

Electronic
Technology
diploma

Machine
Trades

Mechanical
Drafting & Design

CNC
Manufacturing
Technology
AAS degree
Advanced CNC
Machine
Technology
diploma
Machine
Technology 1, 2, 3
certificate

Mechanical
Drafting & Design
AAS degree

Construction
Estimating
certificate
©2018 Anoka Technical College, an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator and a member of Minnesota State.
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. Disclaimer, Non-Discrimination Statement, Student Consumer Information such as
graduation rates and median debt, can be found here: anokaramsey.edu/disclosures. This document is available in alternative formats to
individuals with disabilities by calling the Minnesota Relay Service at 7-1-1 or 1-800-627-3529. 180372AT

Find out more today!

763-576-7710
EnrollmentServices@anokatech.edu

Mechanical CAD
Drafter
diploma
Advanced CAD
Drafting
certificate

Mechanical CAD
Operator
certificate

Welding
Welding
AAS degree

Welding
Technology
dipolma

Basic Welding
certificate
Welding
Fabricator
certificate

Pipe Welder
certificate
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Training Them Early:
Manufacturing Pathway at
White Bear High School
White Bear Lake Area Schools
On a cold winter night, the halls of White Bear
Lake Area High School bustled with manufacturers,
students, and their parents, all eager to learn more
about manufacturing careers. The showcase was
part of the school’s new Manufacturing Pathway
program, designed to guide students as young as
ninth grade on a path that leads to manufacturing
employment or training immediately after graduation. “Our ultimate goal is to raise awareness of the
fact that there are fantastic careers in manufacturing,” Wessels said. “From day one, we talk about
the variety of careers and opportunities available,
whether in engineering, machining, sales, welding,
or HR.”

STEM/Manufacturing
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First-Hand Experience
Hutchinson Public Schools
Tiger Manufacturing will become yet another addition in
Hutchinson, Minnesota, a town that already refers to itself as
Minnesota’s Manufacturing City. Tiger Manufacturing will be
part of an ambitious $1.2 million collaboration of 21 schools,
companies, and local organizations to address the local skills
gap. “Tiger Manufacturing will be an authentic manufacturing
business, based in the high school, making real products for
real customers,” he says. Different responsibilities will include
welding, machining, and at the CAD lab, with students filling
roles of office manager, production manager, and marketing
manager.

Back to School, Page 6

Back to School, Page 4

Andover High School
Students Fabricate
Commemorative Flag
for Sheriff’s Office
Anoka-Hennepin School District
Putting their emerging skills together with
a creative eye and a heart for law enforcement,
Andover High School technical education students
and robotics club members fabricated a commemorative flag for the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office.
Eagerly putting their technical skills to use with a
keen knack for problem-solving and a passion “to
build stuff,” members of Andover’s robotics club (the Butler Bots)
used a table saw and router, power hand tools and a spray gun to
fabricate the flag.

Back to School, Page 8

Fergus Falls STEM Academy
Fergus Falls High School
Through the amazing support of our community our school has been able to update our
vocational classes with 21st century state of
the art equipment and create a Modern Manufacturing and Learning Lab (M2L2). We had
the best equipment, now we needed to curriculum to support it. Last year, we met with our
current seniors and they evaluated our course.
They researched and offered suggestion to
improve the program. One of their suggestions
was to allow more time for individual projects.

Winter, Volume 3, Page 4
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Metals Course Builds
Hands-On Skills
Delano Public Schools
Shop class students developed handson skills while building a trailer in Joe Finn’s
Advanced Metals course during the second
quarter. Welding, wiring, wheel alignment and
more made the trailer project challenging but
enjoyable for 19 students in grades nine through
12, though the majority of the class consisted
of seniors. With graduation only a few months
away, some of those seniors voiced appreciation
for an experience that could help them land a job
in the future.
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Revitalizing Manufacturing and
Engineering at LNHS
Lakeville Area Public Schools
Lakeville North High School’s STEM Manufacturing and Engineering pathway is getting needed support, thanks to a partnership with a
local company. “We’re trying to transform the traditional metals area into
a manufacturing engineering technology center. My goal here as the new
instructor is to revamp, revise and create pathways for as many students
as I can,” said Kevin Baas, industrial technology teacher. “Our biggest
challenge right now is to remodel this whole area, get this place up to
speed where we want it.”
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12th Annual Americas HTEC
CNC Educator Conference
July 23–27, 2018 – Danville, Virginia
CNC Educators – don’t wait – register today for the 2018 Annual HTEC
(Haas Technical Education Center) Americas CNC Educator Conference to be
held at Danville Community College in Danville, Virginia.
www.eventbrite.com/e/htec-2018-welcome-to-danville-tickets-41317170770
For more information contact hriska@productivity.com.

Say YES to a Career in Manufacturing
EVERYTHING we have, EVERYTHING we use, EVERYTHING we see, taste, hear, smell, feel, or rely on for our way of life
has been made possible by MACHINISTS and ENGINEERS.

MANUFACTURING IS EVERYWHERE!
and the job opportunities are endless!
✔ CNC Machinist
✔ Assembler
✔ Fabricator
✔ Welder

✔ Cutter
✔ Operations
Manager
✔ Engineer

Check out the cool ways
manufacturing is changing
lives at www.edgefactor.com
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✔ Buyer or Purchasing
Manager
✔ Technician
✔ Service
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Manufacturing Pathway at
White Bear High School

Hutchinson High School
Hutchinson High School has been working to build
“career academies” that integrate career pathways and
hands-on learning into all curricular areas. We have been
working on balancing this premise by offering handson opportunities for all students. TigerPath Academies
emphasizes hands-on, workforce-based skills courses
that begin in the early years of high school. We believe
that deep understanding occurs more naturally by learning real concepts and then applying them to increasingly
more abstract situations.

White Bear Lake Area Schools
In 2014, local manufacturers were approached by Delroy
Nyren, the technical education instructor at White Bear High School,
about a novel idea: creating a path — beyond traditional technical
education— for students to obtain high-paying, entry-level jobs as
soon as they graduate. One of the strongest recommendations from
manufacturers was to purchase the same machines found in their
own shops. To complement the new equipment, a new curriculum
was developed to mirror working in a manufacturing setting. “Our
ultimate goal is to raise awareness of the fact that there are fantastic
careers in manufacturing.”
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Skilled Careers
with
Global Impact.
Production Forming • Robotic Production Welding
Custom Welding • Mig & Tig Welding
Plate shearing • CNC Plasma Cutting • Sawing
Custom Fabrication • Production Fabrication

Rice Lake Weighing Systems
depends on skilled employees
to manufacture and support the
world’s leading weighing equipment.
Manufacturing
Welding
Assembly
Engineering

Marketing & Sales
Customer & Technical
Support
Internships

Headquartered in Rice Lake, WI.
with global support locations

(800) 800-5824
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin

800-472-6703

www.ricelake.com/careers
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Designing a New
Way For Middle
Schoolers to Learn
Stillwater Area Public Schools
Small groups of students are working
together; some on computers, others at
whiteboards, and still others around a
workbench or at a 3D printer. Each group
is doing something different, though their
goal is common; to create a project that
solves a defined problem. It’s noisy, and
might feel a bit chaotic, but if you ask the students they’ll tell you
the Design and Make class is one of the best parts of their day.
While the Design and Make course is the first of its kind in our
middle schools, school leaders hope to embed the principles of the
design process into more classes in the future.
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BHS Students Put Engineering
Skills to Practice Developing
New Chromebook Case
Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School District 191
A group of design engineering students at Burnsville High
School are working to design a new protective case for the
Chromebooks that are issued to all students and staff in District
191’s secondary schools. “This project and class helps them prepare
for the workforce by allowing them to follow the
design process from start
to finish, collaborate with
peers and collaborate with
professionals,” said BHS
engineering teacher Orion
Patrie. “They’re practicing
the skills and gaining the
knowledge that they’ll need
in the future if they pursue
careers in engineering.”
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Gatewood Students Win the Innovative
Garden of the Year Award
The Academy for Sciences and Agriculture
AFSA High School
AFSA’s mission is to engage all students in academically rigorous, student-centered
learning experiences and leadership opportunities within a science and agricultural context.
One of the great things about AFSA is the state-of –the-art 2000 square foot greenhouse
that is located on the school grounds. What is very unique about AFSA’s greenhouse is the
custom-built hydroponic vegetable production system that it houses. Our signature event
is the National FFA Science Fair. All students in grades 5–12 are required to complete an
original science fair project each year

Fall, Volume 1, Page 11

Hopkins Public Schools
What do you do when your
garden is too cold to cultivate in the
winter? You warm it up, of course.
That is exactly what Gatewood Kids &
Company students learned while building a solar panel. The students and their
Kids & Company supervisor, Kara Wattunen, submitted their functioning solar
recycled panel design to the Innovative
Problem Solving Showcase and took
home the top award — the Innovative
Garden of the Year. This is the second
year in a row that Gatewood has earned
the top award. Last year, their recycled
hydroponic garden also won in the same
category.

Spring, Volume 2, Page 17

LIVEGREEN — Sustainability at District 197
E-STEM in Action
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools
From learning outdoor winter survival skills at McColl Pond Environmental Learning Center, to Jeffers Pond first graders becoming “nature
detectives” studying animal tracks to determine who had been in their
woods, students are fully engaged in the district’s E-STEM learning activities. Our schools were the first district-wide E-STEM schools in the state
of Minnesota and we have even been receiving national recognition as
leaders in providing high-quality environmental education programming.

School District 197
LIVEGREEN promotes energy saving, recycling and a lot more throughout the school
district. Each school in the District has a LIVEGREEN Team that consists of students and
a teacher. These teams help implement low-cost or no-cost strategies to reduce energy use,
promote recycling, composting, and focus on conserving resources. Through sustainability
efforts, the district has avoided more than $2 million in utility costs since 2003. All 8 schools
have earned an Energy Star label from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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New Program Prepares
BHS Students For
Careers In Health Care

New STEM Biomedical
Science Program
Teaches Biology In
Forensic-MeetsBioscience Format
Lakeville Area Public Schools
Students at Lakeville North High School were met with crime
scene tape and a “body” in Room 306L. Their assignment? To figure out
who Ana Garcia was and how she died. Throughout the year, students
in Honors Principles of Biomedical Science will have to figure out how
Garcia supposedly died and what factors were involved in her death in a
class that’s part CSI (crime scene investigation), part medical drama and
all hands-on.

Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School District 191
In the Burnsville High School healthcare lab,
life-like mannequins Hazel, Alice and Ed are well
taken care of by students in the new Certified Nursing
Assistant (CNA) program. New this year, the CNA
program is designed to prepare students for success
with the state written and practical exam
to earn certification. Burnsville High
School students are learning the skills
they’ll need through a combination
of classroom work, practice on mannequins, and eventually a 16-24 hour
clinical experience.
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All About Awareness
Delano Public Schools
Sometimes talking about a problem can help a person in trouble find peace, and
students in the Delano High School COMPASS class opened the door to that conversation this week. “Our kids are doing more as far as getting the word out, and people
are getting more comfortable talking about mental health in school,” said DHS social
worker Marie Techam. “A huge part of it is to end the stigma around mental health
issues and create awareness about what students can do if they have a friend they’re
concerned about or if they themselves are having a problem.”
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In the Classroom

Lakeville Students Raise Donations for
Victims of
Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma
Lakeville Area Public Schools
Three separate donation
drives have been put in place by
Lakeville Area Public Schools
high school students to help those
affected by catastrophic hurricanes Harvey in southeast Texas
and Irma in Florida and the Caribbean. “A large focus of robotics
and the STEM program is giving
back to our community and
helping others,” said Grace Kosieradzki, Qbitz team member. “Knowing school was about to start, it
dawned on our team that the flood waters and devastation must have
destroyed the classroom supplies the kids need for their education.
We decided to try to do something to help the problem.”
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Gatewood Book Buddies Program Fosters
Love of Reading at any Age
Hopkins Public Schools
Summer for members of the Gatewood Elementary Book Buddies program was spent
chasing far-off adventures, saving planets, and finding the true meaning of courage inside
the pages of some of their favorite books. But as the beginning of the school year takes
shape, the summer program wraps up. “Many children, especially struggling readers,
forget some of what they’ve learned or slip out of practice during the summer months. It is
important children continue reading over the summer.”
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Engineering Club at Cottage
Grove Middle School
Apollo Swim Team Dives into History
St. Cloud Area School District 742
When it comes to making strides in the classroom, Apollo
English Learner instructor, Alex Badger, knows how to make
it happen. As a first-year Apollo swim coach, she is similarly
shaping this year’s girls’ team with one goal in mind: to reflect the
strengths and diversity of Apollo High School. She encouraged
members of the team to recruit new girls to join the team, even if
they were not strong swimmers, and encouraged the team’s idea
of a “sister” mentor program where an older, more experienced
swimmer is paired with a new, younger swimmer.

Winter 2017–18, Volume 1, Front Page

South Washington County Schools
Cottage Grove Middle School has a new after school club: The
Engineering Club. Over the last four weeks, students have been meeting
each Tuesday afternoon to build woodworking projects by hand. Some
of these projects include a toolbox or flower planter, and a capstone bird
house project. I provide them with the blueprints, which includes the
project’s dimensions and measurements, and they take it from there,”
said Dan Hines, advisory for the Engineering Club.
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North Junior High Builds Program That
Helps All Students ‘Win’
Hopkins Public
Schools
On Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings,
the school day at North
Junior High looks and
feels a lot like it does
after school. Students
engage in enrichment
activities, participate in
school clubs, and seek
academic support from
their teachers. It’s all
part of a new program
that started at North
this February called
WIN, which stands for
What I Need. It creates equitable experiences for students, deepens
school community, and allows teachers and students to build stronger bonds.

Spring, Volume 1, Front Page

Electronic Edition: www.teachingtodaymn.com

Celebrating a Decade of
Language Immersion

St. Cloud Area School District 742
High school students in the immersion program have been immersed in another language
since kindergarten. The oldest class is now in tenth grade and they’ve evolved and grown with
the program. Originally, the program was designed to be a seven-year commitment for students
entering kindergarten. However, with the popularity and love of the program, it’s continued to
expand year after year.
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Fridley High School
Students Travel
Abroad to China
Fridley Public Schools
For the first time in the history of
the school district, Fridley High School
students had the chance to travel abroad
to China and immerse themselves in a
unique learning opportunity. The students who participated in this trip are
students enrolled in Chinese language
classes at the high school. With a jampacked itinerary, the students were able
to experience authentic Chinese culture
from eating local hotpot dinners to
spending time exploring the Sacred Path
of the Ming Tomb.
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Young Book Angel Surprises Fellow
Students with the Gift of Reading
Shakopee Public Schools
Last year, during her second grade year at Sun Path, Ava took it upon
herself to care about and share with others; some of them who maybe
didn’t have access to the same opportunities
as others due to financial reasons. One month
after she ordered a book, she told her father
she was sad because one of her friends never
orders from the book club. To help put a smile
on her friend’s face, Ava asked her father if
she could buy her classmate a book. Bel’s
Books was born; a tribute to his late mother
and Ava’s grandmother

Fall, Volume 1, Front Page
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In the Classroom/Special Education

Countryside Teacher Honored for Work With
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Students
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New Special Education Learning Facility
Opens in Lake Elmo

Edina Public Schools
Hawley Mathieson, a districtwide teacher for students who are
deaf or hard of hearing (DHH), has been honored by Minnesota Hands
& Voices for going “above and beyond” and for her impact on learners. In their nomination, the Christophersons said that Hawley’s theme,
“Be the boss of your hearing loss,” along with her “energy, positivity and communication techniques have engaged our daughter in her
own hearing loss, building her confidence in a way we couldn’t have
imagined.”

Northeast Metro 916
Pankalo Education Center, Minnesota’s newest special education learning facility, opened
its doors to students and families this fall in Lake Elmo. “The goal is to provide a compassionate, creative, safe, and child-centered learning environment,” said Amy Johncox, principal of
the school. “This is a place where students can grow academically, socially, and personally, all
while tapping into their creativity.” “Our students have shown us time and time again that despite
their challenges, they have limitless potential,” said Connie Hayes, superintendent of Northeast
Metro 916.
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Unified Physical Education Class Creates
Acceptance and Inclusion in LNHS, LSHS
Lakeville Area Public Schools
The unified physical education class brings general education and special education students together to build relationships, have fun and break down the walls of both populations of
students. Students enrolled in the class are paired with students with intellectual and/or physical
disabilities, and as a pair, they develop skills in various sports. “I feel like it is a great opportunity
for students to interact with our special needs students and really get to know them,” Goldberg
said. “I’m hoping this class will help build friendships that can carry over outside of class and
outside of school.”

Fall, Volume 2, Page 18

Tim Finn Receives MASE New Special
Education Leader Award
St. Francis School District
The Minnesota Administrators for Special Education (MASE) has named Tim Finn, Director of Special Services at the St. Francis School District, as the recipient of the 2017 New Special
Education Leader Award. Finn has received this award for his commitment to students with
disabilities and their families and his active involvement in professional and community affairs.
"Tim is the glue that binds our district level cabinet and administrators together - each of us goes
to Tim when we need a fresh and honest perspective. He truly is an out-of-the-box thinker who
provides new perspectives on an ongoing basis," said Troy Ferguson, Superintendent of the St.
Francis School District.
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Inaugural “Hopkins Shark Tank” Challenges
Students to Explore Entrepreneurial Ideas

Mall Madness Teaches
Business Skills
Delano Public Schools
The business world can be an exciting but unforgiving place, and fourthgraders in the talent development program at Delano Elementary recently
experienced a taste of it through their Mall Madness unit. About 25 students in
the math-focused section developed the idea for a business, then applied for an
artificial small business loan and state business license, as well as space to rent in
a “mall” set up in the elementary school’s large multi-purpose room.

Hopkins Public Schools
Hopkins High School students put their business acumen to the test earlier this month
during a friendly competition that encouraged students to explore their entrepreneurial talents.
The first-ever “Hopkins Shark Tank” was funded through private donations and offered the
winner $1,000 to be put toward getting their idea off the ground. “My motivation for helping
create this was to hopefully get students excited to compete,” said business educator and
ProPEL advisor Jesse Theirl.
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Demystifying Code
St. Cloud Area School District 742
Though the focus of Hour of
Code is emphasized during Computer
Science Education Week, the lessons
learned are continued throughout their
entire curriculum all year long. Coding
gives students the skills to think critically and problem-solve. One hour of
coding a day transforms District 742
students into curious problem-solvers
and critical thinkers. And, just maybe,
takes a little mystery out of computer
programming and turns it into something fun.
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Minnetonka Middle School
Student Creates Hall Pass App
Minnetonka Public Schools
Minnetonka Middle School student Omar Elamri may just
be the youngest person to have created an app now found in the
Apple Store. Called Digitr, the 13-year old’s digital hall pass app
for middle school teachers tracks how long and how often students
are out of class. “Not one of our team members was familiar with
a middle school student building an app this extensive. There was
a lot of excitement around the table,” said one of the Apple Corp.
representatives. “It was inspirational for us.”

Winter, Volume 2, Page 9
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Susan Akre is a 2017 Rural
Educator of Excellence
Deer River School District
For over 35 years,
Susan Akre has been
a student of education
while being an educator
of students. Focused on
data-driven approaches,
she’s getting results for
students and helping
teachers
in
northern
Minnesota do the same.
Her efforts get measurable results. The teachers
under her tutelage saw
three grades increase in
proficiency by nearly 20 percent each and four other grades
improve by almost 30 percent per grade.

Fall, Volume 2, Page 7

Tracy Sexton-Oliver, Bluff
View Elementary, Selected
MN National Outstanding
Assistant Principal
Lake City Public Schools
“Tracy is visionary,”
Jim
Borgschatz,
Principal of Bluff View
Elementary, said of Sexton-Oliver. “Tracy has a
strong desire to influence
other teachers and students
in a positive way and is a
strong advocate of studentcentered learning. Her
enthusiasm for the learning and teaching of subject
matter is very apparent and
motivates everyone that she
comes in contact with at Bluff View Elementary.” “She has
high expectations of herself as our Assistant Principal and that
is contagious with her staff. Leading by example is one of Mrs.
Oliver’s strongest suits.”
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Superintendent Julia Espe
Receives Kay E. Jacobs
Memorial Award
Princeton Public Schools
“Julia’s legacy in
Princeton will be that she
moved the district forward
from being a small, rural,
traditional district to a
regional leader in innovative programming,” said
Barb Muckenhirn, Princeton High School Principal.
“She is absolutely determined and steadfast in
her pursuit of growth and
achievement for the district, and the students have
benefited greatly from her leadership.”
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Angela Hartman is
a 2017 Educator of
Excellence
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Mora Educator Named
Recipient of $15,000
Award for Excellence

Underwood School District
Underwood Principal John Hamann
ranks Hartman in the top 1 percent of
teachers he has worked with in 28 years of
administration. “Angela has done a remarkable job in building our Business Department
into a jewel of the school,” he said. As a business teacher, Angela believes it is her job to
equip students for the workforce. Hartman
also serves the school by running the school
website and serving on multiple committees.

Mora Public Schools
Chris Goebel, a teacher at Mora Elementary in the Mora Public Schools, was surprised March 21 with
news that he is a recipient of a 2018 WEM Outstanding Educator Award as an Athletic Coach, an honor
that is accompanied by a $15,000 award.
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Maplewood Educator Named
Recipient of $15,000 Award for
Excellence
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Normandale Hills
Elementary School
Named a 2017–2018
Minnesota School of Excellence
Bloomington Public School District
The mission statement of Normandale Hills states: We are committed to maximizing individual excellence by developing capable, ethical
children with a passion for learning using innovative, quality programs
and fostering a sense of community. “The School of Excellence (SOE)
journey gave Normandale Hills Elementary the opportunity to conduct
an in-depth audit of our school,” Dr. Andrew Vollmuth, principal of
Normandale Hills.

Fall, Volume 1, Page 14

Roseville Area School District
Susanne Collins, a teacher from Edgerton Elementary in the Roseville
Area School District, was surprised March 23 with the news that she is a
recipient of a 2018 WEM Outstanding Educator Award for Teacher Achievement, an honor that is accompanied by a $15,000 award.
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Lyndale Community School Validated as a
2017–2018 Minnesota School of Excellence
Minneapolis Public Schools
“The School of Excellence process has benefitted our school in a number of ways,” said
Mark Stauduhar, principal of Lyndale Community School. “First, it has challenged us to look
deeply at our traditions, policies, practices, and procedures to take stock in how we are serving
our school community and identify opportunities for growth. Furthermore, it has allowed us
to highlight many of the great things that are happening at our school and take pride in the
great work we do. Finally, I believe that will strengthen our image as a viable school option
for prospective families, hopefully leading to an increase in student enrollment.”

Winter 2017–18, Volume 1, Page 17

Armatage Montessori School Validated as a
2017–2018 Minnesota School of Excellence
Minneapolis Public Schools
“[The School of Excellence process] provided additional opportunities for our
Instructional Leadership Team (ILT) to examine our practices, parent relationships, and
community outreach as a mechanism for improvement,” said Joan Franks, principal of
Armatage Montessori. “The survey process helped us reflect and align our work in order
to reinforce the success we have had with the realignment of resources.
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Jordan Elementary School
Validated as a 2017–2018
Minnesota School of Excellence
Jordan Public Schools
Jordan Public Schools participated in a Strategic Planning process in 2014 to focus on
their mission statement: Inspiring a caring community to ignite learning, innovation, and
success for all. “We created a vision statement for Jordan Elementary School prior to this
process, and the SOE process directed us back to that vision, ensuring we were focused on
the academic and social-emotional development of students, and professional growth and
well-being of staff,” said Melissa Barnett, principal of Jordan Elementary.
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Cottage Grove
Middle School
Recognized for
Excellence in
Character Education
South Washington County School District
Cottage Grove Middle School was
recently named a 2018 Emerging Minnesota School of Character by Synergy
& Leadership Exchange. “We know students achieve more when they feel great
about where they go to school, and we know staff perform at
their best when they love where they work,” said Josh Eidem,
Assistant Principal at Cottage Grove Middle School. “We’ve
always had a great foundation here because of the positive
character of our community and our families.”

Leadership
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Techam Named Teacher
of the Year
Delano Public Schools
It has been a memorable year for Marie Techam, who
earned a Leadership in Educational Excellence Award in
October, and was named the district’s 2018 Teacher of the Year
in November. The high school social worker does not preside
over a conventional classroom, but instead provides vital
support to students in the areas of mental, social and emotional
wellness. “I went into this career to help kids. I like social work
because it allows you to help people help themselves,” Techam
said.
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Moorhead Teacher of the Year
Encourages Students to be
Lifelong Learners
Moorhead Area Public Schools
Michael Benson, eighth-grade social studies teacher at
Horizon Middle School East Campus, wants to be a positive
role model for students. Benson, who has been a teacher in
the district since 2000, has been named the 2018 Moorhead
Teacher of the Year. According to Jeremy Larson, principal of
Horizon East, Benson always has the students’ best interest in
every decision he makes. “Each year he seems to modify his
environment and classroom to meet the needs of the students
of that year.”

Winter, Volume 3, Page 18

Two Standout Teachers Chosen as 2018
Educator of Excellence Award Winners
Lakeville Area Public Schools, District 194
Education Minnesota-Lakeville awarded two teachers in the Lakeville Area Public Schools district
with its 2018 Educator of Excellence awards. The individuals were chosen for their daily dedication to
students and families and for exemplifying the highest standards and qualities of a professional educator.
Jennifer Enright, a first grade teacher at Eastview Elementary, was nominated by Oak Hills Elementary ESL teacher Missy KausHelmers.
Derek Otten, an English language arts teacher at Lakeville South High School, was nominated by
Lakeville South special education teacher Amanda Chase.
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Deb Henton is the 2018 Minnesota
Superintendent of the Year
North Branch Area
Public Schools
“It is undeniable that Dr.
Henton is committed to excellence
and it is truly
a testament to
her
outstanding
leadership
and
innovative spirit
that we are honoring her with the
2018
Minnesota
Superintendent of
the Year Award,” said MASA Executive Director Dr.
Gary Amoroso. “Not only is Dr. Henton an inspiration
in her district and the surrounding North Branch community, but she has proven to be a true leader within
MASA and across the state.”
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Roger Ebnet is a 2017
Educator of Excellence
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Jessica Cabeen, Austin Public
Schools Principal, Named Minnesota
National Distinguished Principal

Benson School District
For nearly 30 years
Ebnet has invested in
the individual success of
each of his second grade
students and the community they all live in.
Each year he organizes a
“Country School” where
students spend a day in
an old country school
in town, complete with
everyone dressing the
part. Another day is set
aside for grandparents to
come to school with their grandkids. All year long he operates a classroom store where students can purchase items as a
reward for earning points for academic and social successes.

Austin Public Schools
Jessica Cabeen, principal of Woodson Kindergarten
Center in Austin Public Schools
is Minnesota’s 2017 National
Distinguished Principal. “My
mantra this year has been, ‘If
serving is beneath you, leading
is beyond you,’” said Cabeen.
“This mantra provides the
motivation to ensure my day
is balanced with opportunities to serve and lead.” “She
positively impacts the district
through her collaboration, yet
never seeks credit for her efforts,” said Cabeen’s principal peer,
Dewey Schara. “One of my proudest accomplishments at Woodson
has been establishing the only outstate Everybody Wins MN!
Program,” said Cabeen. “Everybody Wins MN! is an organization
dedicated to building partnerships with corporations and elementary schools which result in a reading buddy program.
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Corey Bulman is Minnesota
Teacher of the Year
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Schools across the state of
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Westonka Public Schools
Bulman is the 53rd recipient of the state’s top teaching award and the first from the
Westonka district. He has spent his entire 17-year teaching career at MWHS, helping to establish
and elevate the Advanced Placement and Honors English curricula during his tenure. Perhaps
Bulman’s greatest gift is his ability to create meaningful connections with students, especially
during the trying and difficult moments they inevitably experience in their high school years.
“That unconditional love and acceptance of our students and families takes tremendous courage,
compassion and leadership,” Randklev wrote. “I know of no teacher in my 36 years of teaching
and administrative experience who does this critical work better than Corey Bulman.”

Send your ideas, articles, and
teaching tips to:
andria@teachingtodaymn.com

Thank you, to all our past, present and
future contributors!
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